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Considering the fishery resources are declining around the world, coastal states 
concern the fishery resources’ preservation, conservation and management within its 
jurisdiction, and decide to take serious measures in its law enforcement, which 
actually lead to a sharp increase in fishery disputes among different states. Coastal 
States’ law enforcement in fishery disputes, as the mechanism of adjusting and 
balancing the coastal state’s interest and foreign nationals’ fishing right in its 
jurisdictional water, not only defines its position for fishery resources’ exploitation 
and exploration, but also represents its sovereignty rights. Therefore, it’s necessary 
to pay attention to the issues on Coastal States’ law enforcement in fishery disputes.  
As to this paper, the purpose of this writing is to make an analysis of Coastal 
States’ law enforcement practice in fishery disputes, and offer feasible solutions to 
coastal states according to the laws.  
There are four Chapters in this paper. Chapter I primarily addresses Coastal 
State’s rights and duties on fishery resources in light of UNCLOS. Coastal States 
enjoy varying degrees rights in its internal water, territorial sea, EEZ and high sea, 
but along with the diverse duties respectively in these zones. Chapter II, as the main 
part of this paper, it firstly examines the typical cases all over the world on Coastal 
State’s law enforcement in fishery disputes. Based on these materials, it then 
analyzes the motive for coastal states to take such measures, to help better 
understand of its causes and purposes in practice. Finally it summarizes the main 
issues in Coastal State’s law enforcement in fishery disputes based on the cases. 
Chapter III reviews the first case of the new International Tribunal of the Law of the 
Sea，the M/V Saiga case. From the judgment given by the Tribunal, it set out the 
basic principles for Coastal State’s law enforcement in fishery disputes, emphasizing 
the necessity and proportionality limits to its enforcement activities in fishery 















fishery disputes. Further, Chapter IV focuses on the settlement methods in fishery 
disputes, so as to give solutions applicable to such situations. For China, it’s 
especially important to learn the experiences from other states in fishery disputes’ 
settlement and law enforcement, including making good use of dispute settlement in 
UNCLOS, cooperating with Coastal States, and improving our law enforcement and 
management on fishing, thus to promote China’s performance in international 
marine affairs, and realize the peaceful exploitation and utilization of fishery 
resources finally.        
 

















Atlantic Coastal Zone Information Steering Committee 
大西洋地区信息指导委员会 
EEZ 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
专属经济区 
FAO 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
联合国粮食与农业组织 
ITLOS 




Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
非法的、不作报告和不受管制的捕鱼（非法捕鱼） 
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